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SUBJECT: NICARAGUAN REACTION TO SOVIET/CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA 

REF: STATE 148740 

1 . GON AND OTHER SECTORS OF NICARAGUAN SOCIETY ARE SO PROCCUPIED 
WITH THE POLITICAL INSURGENCY SITUATION IN NICARAGUA, THEY HA VET 
FOCUSED AS MUCH ON THE CUBAN/SOVIET ROLE IN AFRICA OR US REACTION 
AS MIGHT OTHERWISE HAVE OCCURRED. 

2. GON POSITION SINCE CUBAN ENTRY INTO ANGOLA AND LACK OF US COUNTER 
FORCE HAS BEEN TO INTERPRET THIS SITUATION AS INDICATION OF LACK OF 
US ACCEPTANCE OF ITS FREE WORLD LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES. GON HAS 
ALSO BEGUN SOUL-SEARCHING AS TO WHETHER THE US WOULD INTERVENE IF 
CUBA WERE TO INVADE NICARAGUA. THE FACT THIS QUESTION WOULD BE CON- 
SIDERED AS A MARKED DEPARTURE FROM THE PAST. 

3. PRESIDENT CARTER'S ANNAPOLIS SPEECH HAS BEEN REPORTED EXTENSIVELY 
BY LOCAL MEDIA, BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO MEDIA COMMENTARY. EMB BELIEVES 
THAT GON IS LIKELY TO TAKE ENCOURAGEMENT FROM USG FOCUS ON PROBLEMS 
OF CUBANS IN AFRICA AND ROLE OF CUBANS AS SURROGATES FOR USSR AS 
INDICATIVE US RETHINKING ITS HANDS OFF STANCE. 

4. GON PROFESSES AND BELIEVES TO A CERTAIN EXTENT THAT CUBA IS 
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DIRECTLY AND INDIRECTLY ENCOURAGING AND SUPPORTING FSLN GUERRILLA 
OPERATIONS AGAINST IT. THEY BELIEVE THIS IS DUE TO GON S FIRM ANTI- 
COMMUNIST STANCE AND ROLE AS STAGING GROUND FOR BAY OF PIGS IN 
VASION. THEY CONSIDER NICARAGUA TO BE CASTRO'S PRIMARY TARGET IN 
LATIN AMERICA AND THAT IF HE CAN PROMOTE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT IN NICARAGUA, THAT IT WILL HAVE A DOMINO 
EFFECT IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 
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5. IN SYNTHESIS, ALTHOUGH THE GON IS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON THE IN 
TERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION, IT LOOKS TO THE CUBAN/SOVIET ROLE IN 
AFRICA TO BE A TEST OF US FREE WORLD LEADERSHIP. THE OUTCOME OF WHICH 
WILL SIGNIFICANTLY DETERMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH CUBA IS LIKELY TO 
REALIZE A GREATER DESTABLILIZING ROLE IN LATIN AMERICA. 
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